34 CONSTITUTIONAL LAW OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter maritime nations in erecting a common law for the
__1   seas.
(8) The Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, in pur-
suance of its general tendency to recognise the rights
of colonial legislatures, expressly provided (Section 5)
that "every representative legislature shall, in respect
to the colony under its jurisdiction, have, and be
deemed at all times to have had, full power to make
laws respecting the constitution, powers, and pro-
cedure of such legislature, provided that such laws
shall have been passed in such manner and form as
may from time to time be required by any Act of
Parliament,  Letters Patent,  Order in  Council,   or
colonial law for the time being in force in the said
colony". The constituent power thus recognised is
under Section 2 of the Statute no longer applicable to
any law made by a Dominion Parliament, but any such
Parliament may repeal any Imperial Act applicable
to it. The result of this enactment might have 'been
chaotic if it had stood absolutely, and it was from the
first recognised that it could not be applied literally
to the federations. The provinces of Canada feared lest
they should be placed in the position that the British
North America Acts, 1867 to 1930, could be altered by
the Dominion Parliament alone, whereas prior to the
Statute that Parliament had virtually no constituent
powers, all alteration depending on Imperial Acts. The
Statute, therefore, by Section 7 provides that nothing
in it shall be deemed to apply to the repeal, amend-
ment, or alteration of the British North America Acts.
Moreover, to make assurance doubly sure, it is made
clear that neither the federal nor the provincial legis-
latures are enabled by the Statute to legislate on